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ATHENAEUM FEATURE IN
STAR MAIL’S YEAR IN REVIEW

In the Star Mail’s Tuesday 6 January edition, a
wrap up of last year’s Lilydale Athenaeum
Theatre news was a feature. The large number
of awards won at the Lyrebird Awards
ceremony in February 2025 was listed: “From
costumes to lighting, lead roles and
supporting roles, Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre
won 15 awards from 34 nominations at the
Lyrebird Awards, the most of any company
presented on Saturday 1 February.
Three of the five productions from 2024
garnered awards, being Still Alice, Suite
Surrender and Clue.”

Newsletter

2026 SUBSCRIBER TICKETS
ON SALE UNTIL 28 FEB

Our 2026 Season is here!
The Game’s Afoot by Ken Ludwig
The Female of the Species by Joanna
Murray-Smith
Sleuth by Anthony Schaffer
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels by Jeffrey Lane
One Man Two Guvnors by Richard Bean

Five fabulous shows at the low cost of $24 each,
that’s $120 per subscription. 
Book in person at our Box Office or over the
phone on 03 9735 1777 on Monday, Tuesday
and Friday 10am to 2pm or at your convenience
online at www.lilydaleatc.com

Here we are at the beginning
of the year and what a way to
start our 2026 Season, with
an hilarious farce/murder
mystery, THE GAME’S
AFOOT.
Let’s set the scene: December
1936 in Connecticut, USA, in
the  Gillette castle where the
revelry soon turns sour. 
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THE GAME’S AFOOT is a comedic ‘who-
done-it’ set at Christmas time 1936, where
the famous Broadway star, William Gillette,
invites his cast of actors for dinner at his
Connecticut castle, only for a murder to
occur. Gillette quickly channels his most
famous detective persona (Sherlock
Holmes) to find the killer before another
victim falls prey. It's a fast-paced play filled
with classic mystery tropes, Shakespearean
humour, and surprising twists and turns,
blending farce with suspense. A real laugh
out loud comedy.

A side note: William Gillette was a real
person, with a real castle in Connecticut
who gained notoriety, fame and wealth from
adapting Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s novels of
Sherlock Holmes for the stage in the 1890s
through to 1930s.

Our Box Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,
Fridays 10am to 2pm for in person or
phone bookings on 03 9735 1777. Of course
you can always book at your leisure online
at www.lilydaleatc.com
Don’t miss this one…the hilarious antics
of the characters will stay with you for a
very long time.

Continued on Page 3
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REVIEWS FROM OUR AUDIENCE

I just loved this show. So much fun, it made
my day. Keep up the good work everyone
involved you have all made so many people
happy. :) - Anon

It was a funny, quirky show. I had a lot of fun.
I always love coming to the theatre. Thank
you so much – Stacey

Lots of fun & laughs! So lovely to be involved
in such an intimate space. Great voices – Marti

Oh WOW!!!! A-MAZING !! The energy! The fun!
The Nunsense! The music! WELL DONE TO E-E-
V-ERY ONE!! Brilliant! – Rosemary

It was the best play I’ve gone to. I loved it. Thank
you. – Lilly 

What a gorgeous and equally hilarious show!
Absolutely loved it! Excellent cast and the use of
audience participation was fantastic! – Marina

What an entertaining production.
Congratulations to all the Cast, Crew & Direction
for a fabulous evening of fun & laughter. –
Marguerite 

A fabulous frenzy of fun! We had a great
experience and seats near the front. The cast was
terrific & the show was funny. Thank you! –
Caroline

2025 - SEASON 5

SISTER AMNESIA’S COUNTRY WESTERN NUNSENSE
JAMBOREE
by Dan Goggin, directed by Alan Burrows
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What an absolute scream from start to
finish! The actors all were fantastic.
Laughed ourselves silly at their facial
expressions & loved the singing &
dancing & interaction with the
audience. Worth every cent. – Merrilyn

Nunsense Fun -  Front of House Volunteers - Sue, Lyn, Lucy (Lyn & Sue) and Ian
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Under 30 and love attending theatre? This
special ticket price is just for you! The
Under 30’s special ticket prices is on the
final Wednesday’s performance of every
show.
The offer for THE GAME’S AFOOT is for
Wednesday 25 February and it’s still $22 -
you can’t go wrong!

UNDER 30S SUPER
DISCOUNT PRICE

Continued from Page 1

The article went on to quote Fiona Carter,
“I’m so glad that we’ve got these
community theatres where it’s quality
theatre. We want to make something good
that people will enjoy, that will make them
think, make them laugh, make them cry,
and it’s like you get to live somebody else’s
life when you’re watching it and as an
audience, I want to be touched.”
Now, many of you will be recognise Fiona
Carter from numerous productions and
working here in the Box Office…but did
you see her on the ABC’s The Piano TV
series?
The Star Mail went on to describe the
chance email that arrived at the Theatre
Office that Fiona responded to and “then
selected from 1600 applications to be part
of the ABC’s The Piano TV series.”
Flying to Sydney to perform and be
interviewed by Amanda Keller, little did
Fiona know that “Andrea Lam and Harry
Connick Jnr had been listening to us.”
“But her love of performing doesn’t match
the simple task of practising at home with
her grandmother’s baby grand piano, “I
love the structure and discipline of
practising the piano. The world goes away
when my heart and my hands combine to
make music.”

Pictured: Fiona Carter and Adrienne George in
SUITE SURRENDER

VOLUNTEER CHRISTMAS
PARTY

December 14  saw the gathering of our
wonderful volunteers and 2025 Season cast and
crew members for our annual Christmas party. 

th

The President of the Board of Management,
Alan Burrows, spoke to the enormous value our
volunteers bring to our theatre and how
appreciated they are. He then introduced each of
this year’s directors to speak about their
upcoming 2026 shows. 
Our Christmas party celebrates our gratitude for
our volunteers, their hard work and dedication
and also a time to reflect on the success of our
theatre’s season.



VICTORIAN DRAMA LEAGUE
AWARDS

The Victorian Drama League hosts an annual awards
event every December as a way to celebrate
community theatre in Victoria and brings together all
those involved; keeping us connected and feeling
supported. It is an opportunity for peer recognition of
the outstanding work produced throughout the year
and to continue to foster our mutual love of theatre.
The intriguing aspect of the VDL awards is that
nominations are announced on the night of the
ceremony, so you don’t know what to expect! 
The Lilydale Athenaeum saw considerable recognition
for our entry - The Importance of Being Earnest
directed by Katie-Jane Amey - across many
categories. A huge congratulations to all who were
nominated and received awards! 

Best Set Gold Award - Merinda Backway 
Best Costume Gold Award - Maria Smedes and
Jeremy Bailey-Smith
Best Props Silver Award - Gina Ingham and
Alexandra Carter
Best Actor Minor Role Nominee - Jesse Thomas
Best Actor Lead Role Nominee - Lachlan Glennie
and Josh Mitchell 
Best Director Nominee - Katie Jane Amey
Best Production Nominee - The Importance of
Being Earnest

www.lilydaleatc.comPage 4      LATC BACKSTAGE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

Office Hours: MON, TUE, FRI 10am - 2pm
Phone: 03 9735 1777

Email: a.t.c@bigpond.net.au 
Website: www.lilydaleatc.com

LILYDALE ATHENAEUM THEATRE... 
LIVE THEATRE AT YOUR DOORSTEP
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LYREBIRD AWARDS
The annual Lyrebird Awards were held on Saturday 7
February at The Round in Nunawading and what a
spectacular evening it was!
Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre was nominated for the
most awards of any other theatre company... at 32
nominations.
Our hugely talented creatives swept away 10 awards
in total:

Best Sound - Comedy - Katie-Jane Amey, The
Importance of Being Earnest
Best Lighting - Comedy - David Brown, The
Importance of Being Earnest
Best Set - Comedy - Merinda Backway, The
Importance of Being Earnest
Best Set - Drama - Merinda Backway, The Diary of
Anne Frank
Best Costume - Comedy - Jeremy Bailey-Smith
and Maria Smedes
Best Performer in Supporting Female Role -
Elizabeth Van Spronsen, The Diary of Anne Frank
Best Performer in a Lead Male Role - Lachlan
Glennie, The Importance of Being Earnest
Best Director - Comedy - Katie Jane Amey, The
Importance of Being Earnest
Best Production - Comedy - The Importance of
Being Earnest
2025 Judges Award Youth Performer  for her
impressive performance as Cecily Cardew -
Cassidy Ryan, The Importance of Being Earnest

2026 SUBSCRIBER TICKETS
CLOSE ON SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY

For those of you who haven’t bought a 2026
Subscriber Ticket as yet, time is running out with the
offer ending 28 February. Be quick as the $120 per
subscription is a hot favourite with many patrons. 
It makes each ticket $24; value, value, value!

THE STAR MAIL SAYS, “THE GAME’S
AFOOT WILL KEEP YOU GUESSING

AND LAUGHING AT LILYDALE
THEATRE”

The Game’s Afoot - rehearsal with Alexander
Ingham and Rosemary Buchanan

The latest edition of the Star Mail has a profile
on our February production THE GAME’S
AFOOT.
Below, in part, is the article written by Callum
Ludwig.

Director by Lucia Morris said, “When you set
out to make a production, you need to start 10
to 12 months beforehand.
“I started in May last year; researching the era,
the costumes and the music, watching lots of
Sherlock Holmes TV shows, thinking about the
set and the way the actors will need to move
around it, thinking of how to block (the actors’
movements), preparing a rehearsal schedule,
thinking of the sound effects and lighting effects
that are needed.
After auditions in September, a final cast of
three men and four women, a set-building team
of six, a production manager, stage manager and
two backstage crew, a costume designer and
maker, a lighting and sound designer and a team
of three set painters and two prop makers have
worked diligently to prepare for the show.”
Ms Morris said a number of the cast will be very
familiar to their regular audience.
“Mark Cluning, Audrey-Maeve Barker and
Francesca Carl were all in shows at Lilydale
Athenaeum Theatre last year, Kim Edwards and
Genevieve Ryan have both been in past
productions at Lilydale, Rosemary Buchanan,
Lindsay Fletcher and Alexander Ingham are all
new actors to LATC,” she said.
The play runs from Thursday 12 February
to Saturday 28 February at Lilydale
Athenaeum Theatre, 39-41 Castella Street,
Lilydale.
Ms Morris said attendees can expect a really
good belly laugh.
“The antics on stage are a hoot and the mystery
of ‘who-done-it’ will keep you guessing
throughout the show,” she said.


