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PROFILE ON STEVE & ELAINE NICHOLS 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Steve and Elaine have been in-

volved as volunteers here at the 

Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre for 

decades. Here, in Steve’s own 

words, he recalls how it all started:  

My first encounter with the Athe-

naeum Theatre was in 1974 when 

Ye Olde Time Musick Hall was put 

on, a work colleague had attended 

and mentioned it to me. 

My first date with Elaine was in 1962 to see The 

Fantastics in Melbourne. Our shared love of theatre 

continued after we were married and theatre be-

came a family affair with our son studying Theatre 

Studies in Year 11 & 12. Dr Bill Hardy suggested 

that he come to the Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre to 

gain work experience in lighting and sound opera-

tion. Elaine transported him to and from the thea-

tre and then she became part of the Front of House 

team. I retired at the end of 1999 and was 

Here we go again with 

the fabulous singing 

nuns of the Order of 

the Little Sisters of 

Hoboken. Sister Mary 

Paul/Amnesia is once 

more on the road to re-

alising her dreams as 

she headlines a brand 

new show promoting 

her debut album I 

Could’ve Gone to 

Nashville. The usual 

suspects are here … Sis-

ter Mary Leo, Sister 

Robert Anne, Sister Wilhelm  and of course the 

irrepressible Sister Mary Amnesia! With a guest 

appearance of the Reverend Mother and the add-

ed exuberance of Father Virgil Trott. 

Alan Burrows has created a world of fun, 

laughter and music to end the year in high spirits 

… and a live band on stage to cap off the enter-

tainment. This is a show for the whole family! 

And who doesn’t love a singing nun… or two!  

Previous productions of the NUNSENSE series 

of musicals here at Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre 

in 1996, 1998 and 2008, were a huge success 

with the audience, with many patrons asking 

when we would do the next one! The answer is 

this NOVEMBER … so I’d recommend booking 

early as this one will be a hootenanny! 

Our Box Office will be open Mondays, Tues-

days, Friday 10am to 2pm on 03 735 1777. Of 

course you can always book at your leisure 

online at www.lilydaleatc.com 

Come along for the end of year merri-

ment... 

2026 SUBSCRIBER TICKETS  

NOW ON SALE 

Our 2025 Season is announced! 

The Game’s Afoot by Ken Ludwig 

The Female of the Species by Joanna Murray-Smith 

Sleuth by Anthony Schaffer 

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels by Jeffrey Lane 

One Man Two Guvnors by Richard Bean 

Five fabulous shows at the low cost of $24 each, 

that’s $120 per subscription.  

Book in person at our Box Office or over the phone 

on 03 9735 1777 on Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

10am to 2pm or at your convenience online at 

www.lilydaleatc.com 

Cont’d page 3 
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2025- SEASON 4 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST by Oscar Wilde, directed by 

Katie-Jane Amey 

A total joy from start to finish! Every 

member of the cast appears to take rel-

ish in the scintillating dialogue. The 

jokes land perfectly every time. Highly 

recommended! Five stars. – Ben  

What better venue to have an 1895 Oscar 

Wilde play than at the Lilydale Athenaeum 

Theatre... 

 

REVIEWS FROM OUR AUDIENCE: 

What a wonderful performance – I was 

transported to London and the English coun-

tryside!! The Set design was excellent, the 

costumes so in keeping with the period – even 

the shoes, parasol, eyeglasses, cigarette cases 

etc, etc. To the wonderful actors – Oscar 

would be proud of each and everyone’s per-

formance – Thank you! – Geraldine  

Yet again – amazing show. Wonderful cast. 

Fantastic set design. Yay everyone. – Kerri 

Directed beautifully by Katie-Jane, all charac-

ters were superb, the costumes were wonderful – 

extremely striking actually, and the set was an 

absolute marvel – so cleverly changed from one 

place to another. Another triumph for the Athe-

naeum! – Paula  

The experience we had yesterday was that your 

show was possibly on a par with any profession-

al performance we've ever seen - and in the mag-

nificent venue of the Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre 

we could have been transported to London's 

West End. Full marks to the cast, crew and eve-

ryone who contributed towards this production 

and the restoration of the theatre to be a world-

class venue! Long may you continue - we will be 

back! - Bernie, Rubela and Ganesh 

 A fresh look at such a classic of the theatre. En-

joyed it immensely. Costumes were wonderful 

and the props did justice to the era the play is set. 

– Francesca 



looking to fill in a little time so I went 

down to speak with Russell Johnson at the thea-

tre. I was immediately put on ‘staff’ to help build 

the set. Russell was a perfectionist and it was not 

unusual to come in on a Monday morning to find 

Russell had rebuilt part of the set over the week-

end. Quality sets mattered then, as it still does to-

day. 

Our life was filled with travel and part time work 

but by 2010 I was working on most sets from start 

to finish and soon found myself leading the set con-

struction team. Geoff Page controlled the financ-

es and if I could present a good case, Geoff would 

allow me to purchase equipment. 

Initially the sets were designed by Russell, then 

slowly more directors had greater input. For the 

2009’s production of PROOF, a professional de-

signer, Graham McGuffie, was called in. Gra-

ham was great to work with; patient and willing to 

share many years of experience. Now, many sets 

are designed by a professional. 

As leader of the set construction team, I was invit-

ed to join the Board of Management and have input 

into the running of the theatre. For ten years I was 

on the Board of Management before passing on the 

baton to the next team leader. 

I have now retired from the physical side of set 

construction but I have not given up volunteering 

at the theatre. I make my presence felt by offering 

advice (wanted or not) to the current set construc-

tion team and also lead group tours of the theatre  

along with Elaine. And Elaine continues, to this 

day, with Front of House volunteering. 

Looking back, both Elaine and I have many good 

memories of our involvement here and there have 

been many highlights, but without a doubt, the re-

cent bestowing of Life Memberships caps them all. 

Cheers, Steve and Elaine Nichols 
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UNDER 30s SUPER DISCOUNT PRICES 

Under 30? Love theatre? This special ticket 

price is just for you! The Under 30’s special 

ticket prices on the final Wednesday’s per-

formance of every show. At $22 you can’t go 

wrong! 

The offer for SISTER AMNESIA’S COUN-

TRY WESTERN NUNSENSE JAMBOREE 

is for Wednesday 3 December - $22! 

THE WINNER OF THE BOTTLE OF 

SPARKLING WINE FOR WRITING A 

REVIEW OF “THE IMPORTANCE OF 

BEING EARNEST” IS CHRISTINE … 

congratulations!! 

Have you written a review in the past? The 

cast and director love to read your 

thoughts… and you get a chance to win a 

bottle of bubbles… just for writing about the 

show! 

GROUP TOURS OF THE THEATRE 

Do you belong to a Group or Social Club? 

Looking for something interesting and fun to 

do as a social outing? 

Book a tour of our theatre with our knowl-

edgeable tour guides, Steve and Elaine 

Nichols. The one hour tour will give you the 

history of the building, the history of the the-

atre, a visit backstage, to our Green Room, to 

the Dressing Rooms, and the Props & Cos-

tume stores. 

Why not book morning tea or lunch and 

make a day of it? 

Call the Box Office to arrange, 03 9735 1777. 

From page 1 

HALLOWEEN FUN  

AT LILYDALE ATHENAEUM THEATRE 

Friday 31 October—HALLOWEEN– and our Box 

Office Staff, Gina and Alexandra, dressed for the 

occasion! 
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DAMIAN CALLINAN—HALL STORIES 

Our theatre, along with the Yarra Ranges Region-

al Museum, hosted well know Melbourne come-

dian, Damian Callinan, for his show HALL STO-

RIES. Damian has been travelling to Victorian 

towns, gathering stories from locals to create a 

bespoke show on their hall, with their stories. 

And the Lilydale Mechanics Institute Hall/

Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre was lucky to have 

him perform on Thursday 30 October to a full 

house, regaling the audience with stories of our 

hall and our history.  

The previous Wednesday (29 October) Dami-

an hosted an informal get together with a few 

long-time Lilydale residents, and supporters of 

the theatre. He chatted and gathered interesting 

and funny stories which became the basis of his 

comedy show—along with his studying of the se-

ries of books by A.J. McAleer, Lilydale Icon. 

Damian will continue travelling around Victoria, 

Warrandyte  Theatre Com-

pany presents:   

    

The remaining 2025 Season 

from our friends at War-

randyte Theatre Company 

The Follies, a fun filled even-

ing of music sketch comedy 

and occasional left-footed 

dancing  

Office Hours: MON, TUE, FRI 10am—2pm 

Phone: 03 9735 1777 

Email: a.t.c@bigpond.net.au  

Website: www.lilydaleatc.com 

talking to the locals and creating a special show for 

that town’s hall. If you missed him here in 

Lilydale, try to catch him when he appears at the 

next HALL. 

 

OSMaD (Old Scotch Music & 

Drama) presents: 

A great musical that captures 

a time where fear and uncer-

tainty ruled. 

It shows how a community 

opens its arms to strangers 

during strange times. 

Damian Callinan (4th from right) at the informal chat on Wednesday 29 

October 

Damian Callinan on stage, with audience participation, on Thursday 30 

October 


